
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MURRAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MURRAY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER – SLAYTON, MINNESOTA 

April 1, 2014 8:30 a.m. 

 

Pursuant to notice, the Murray County Board of Commissioners convened with the following 

members present:  Commissioners Gerald Magnus, Robert Moline, John Giese, David Thiner 

and James Jens. Also present Aurora Heard, County Coordinator, Heidi Winter, Auditor-

Treasurer, Paul Malone County Attorney.  

 

The meeting opened by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

No conflict of interest identified. 

 

The Chairman asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  Several items were added. 

 

Consent Agenda  

1. Approval of the minutes from March 25, 2014 

 

It was moved by Jens, seconded by Moline and passed to approve the agenda as modified and 

consent agenda item 1.   

 

Warrants  

 

A motion was duly made by Magnus, seconded by Thiner and carried that all claims as presented 

were approved for payment.  The Chairman was authorized to sign the Audit List dated April 1, 

2014 with fund totals as follows and warrants numbered 142335 – 142386: 

 

County Revenue Fund 44,306.20   

County Road & Bridge Fund   6,785.09 

EDA 32.48  

Sunrise Terrace   365.02  

 

Total 51,488.79 

 

Ditch Bills 

 

A motion was made by Moline, seconded by Magnus with all members of the Board voting their 

approval to accept the report of the Ditch Committee of the County and Judicial Ditches lying 

within the County of Murray on those petitions for repair that have been inspected for 

determining what repairs, if any, are necessary, the extent and nature of such repairs, an 

estimated costs of such repairs or a list of bills presented for payment that will enable said 

ditches to answer their purposes and to pay all bills contained within the report. 
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Contractor Ditch # Amount Petition # Inspector

Bolton & Menk, Inc.

JD3 665.00 2012-18 Improvement

CD 82 740.00 2012-017 Improvement

JD 6 1,662.50 2013-036 Improvement

JD20A 360.00 2013-037 Improvement

Subtotal 3,427.50

Total for All Ditch Bills 3,427.50  
 

Heidi Winter presented the following petitions for repair: 

 

 #2014-001 (CD 42, 33-DesMoines River Township, Inspector Jens) 

 #2014-004 (JD 14, 13-Chanarambie Township, Inspector Moline) 

 #2014-005 (CD73, 18-Belfast Township, Inspector Jens) 

 

A motion was made by Jens, seconded by Magnus and carried that the Commissioners appointed 

as Inspectors in and for the County of Murray, are hereby instructed to examine and inspect that 

portion of the foregoing described County and Judicial Ditches, lying within the County of 

Murray, for the purpose of determining what repairs are necessary, and if deemed necessary, to 

prepare either a cost estimate of said repair, or order said repairs to be made, with a report to be 

given thereon at a Murray County Board of Commissioner’s meeting, held in the Commissioners 

Room of the Murray County Government Center, Slayton, Minnesota. 

 

Auditor/Treasurer Winter passed out information on 2014 taxes.       

 

Salute to Agriculture 

 

It was moved by Moline, seconded by Thiner and passed to approve waiving the fee for the 

Salute to Agriculture event to be held at the Murray County Racetrack on June 27, 2014.   

 

Southwest Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement  

 

It was moved by Thiner, seconded by Magnus and passed to approve and authorize the Board 

Chair to sign the Southwest Minnesota Joint Powers agreement Workforce Investment program.   

 

Chief Deputy Resignation  

 

It was moved by Magnus, seconded by Moline and passed to accept the resignation of Chief 

Deputy Randy Donahue effective May 23, 2014.   

 

Letter Opposing H.F. 2939 and S.F. 2489 

 

It was moved by Magnus, seconded by Jens and passed to approve sending a letter respectfully 

opposing H.F 2939 and S.F. 2489 to Senator Weber, Representative Schomacker and the 

Association of Minnesota Counties.   

 



3 
 

Feedlot Report 

 

It was moved by Moline, seconded by Jens and passed to approve and authorize the Board Chair 

to sign the 2014 – 2015 feedlot delegation agreement and work plan.   

                                                                                                                                                                                        

County Wide Striping Project Bid Opening  

 

It was moved by Moline, seconded by Thiner and passed to approve setting a bid opening for a 

county wide striping project for CP 01-14 for 10:30 a.m. on May 6, 2014. 

 

Gravel Crushing Bid Opening 

 

It was moved by Magnus, seconded by Jens and passed to approve setting a bid opening for 

gravel crushing for 10:35 a.m. on May 6, 2014.  

 

Shoulder Retriever 

 

It was moved by Thiner, seconded by Moline and passed to approve upgrading a shoulder 

retriever in the amount of $6,150.   

 

Disposal of Obsolete IT Equipment  

 

It was moved by Jens, seconded by Magnus and passed to authorize disposal of obsolete IT 

equipment and removal from Electronic Data Processing (EDP) list as follows:  
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Veterans Service Grant Purchases 

 

It was moved by Moline, seconded by Giese and passed to approve purchasing a public access 

computer in the amount of $1,350.00 from the Veterans Service grant.  

 

10:00 a.m. Open Forum/Public Comment – No members of the public were present.   

 

The County Board congratulated Jim Reinert for being named the outstanding Emergency 

Management Director of the year.   

 

The County Board reviewed a letter written by Patti Dold.   

 

Juniper Avenue Easement 

 

It was moved by Jens, seconded by Magnus and passed to approve an easement for a sidewalk on 

Juniper Avenue.  

 

Jean Christoffels met with the Board regarding the Solar Siting and Environmental Review Work 

Group she was asked to participate in by the Minnesota Department of Commerce.   
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The Commissioners gave their committee reports for the period of March 16, 2014 to March 29, 

2014.   

 

John Giese reported on Water Plan Meeting and Health Alliance Meeting – March 17, 

Commissioner Board Meeting – March 18, Hospital Finance Committee – March 24, 

Commissioner Board Meeting; Hospital Board Meeting and Community Meeting – March 25, 

Hospital Board Meeting – March 26. 

 

Gerald Magnus reported on Water Plan Meeting – March 17, Commissioner Board Meeting – 

March 18, Southwest Health & Human Services (No Per Diem Claimed) – March 19, Ditch 

Inspection (CD#82) (Partial Per Diem Claimed) – March 20, SWRDC/ATP 8 (No Per Diem 

Claimed) – March 21, Hospital Finance Committee and Hospital Personnel – March 22, 

Commissioner Board Meeting and Hospital Board Meeting – March 25, Hospital Board Meeting 

– March 26, Recycling Meeting – March 27, Southern Prairie Community Care – March 28. 

 

Robert Moline reported on Commissioner Board Meeting and Hospital Meeting – March 18, 

Southwest Health & Human Services (No Per Diem Claimed) – March 19, Hospital Meeting 

(Partial Per Diem Claimed) – March 20, AMC Board (No Per Diem Claimed) – March 21, 

Personnel Meeting and Hospital Finance Committee Meeting – March 24, Commissioner Board 

Meeting and Hospital Board Meeting – March 25, Hospital Board Meeting – March 26, Hospital 

Meeting (No Per Diem Claimed) – March 27, Hospital Meeting (Partial Per Diem Claimed) – 

March 28. 

 

David Thiner reported on CEOB (No Per Diem Claimed) – March 17, Commissioner Board 

Meeting – March 18, EMS Meeting – March 19, Planning & Zoning Meeting – March 20, 

SMOC Meeting – March 24, Commissioner Board Meeting and Hospital Board Meeting; 

Community Hospital Meeting – March 25, Hospital Board Meeting – March 26, Hospital 

Meeting – March 28. 

  

James Jens reported on Water Plan Meeting – March 17, Commissioner Board Meeting – March 

18, Extension Meeting – March 20, Commissioner Board Meeting and Hospital Board Meeting; 

Community Hospital Meeting – March 25, Hospital Board Meeting – March 26, Recycling 

Meeting – March 27, Fair Board Meeting (No Per Diem Claimed) – March 27. 

  

It was moved by Jens, seconded by Thiner and passed to approve the Commissioner Vouchers 

for the period of March 16, 2014 to March 29, 2014. 

 

It was moved by Jens, seconded by Magnus and passed to approve any Commissioner to attend 

the Nobles Cooperative Electric meeting April 12 in Worthington.   

 

10:40 a.m. The meeting was adjourned.   
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ATTEST:   

 

___________________________________      _________________________________  

 

Aurora Heard, Murray County Coordinator         John Giese, Chairman of the Board 



 

 

 


